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Sam' LLMiersuii hito of Preston Dec'' ji|ij)eiiiv<l in this ('niirt

bv her hushand Xieliohis Williams and havin<i nothino- to add
to the inventory, nor nothing- to eliariie ve s'' Kstate of ve s'

Dee' moved for a Distriljution. Whereupon this Conrt ]»ro-

eeed to Distrihnte the s'' Kstate as follows, vi/.: to the s'

Lv<lia Williams Relict of ye s'' Dec'', one third jtart of ye Heall

Kstate being Kiuhty pound Dnrin*:' her naturall Life and one
third j)art of the Personal! Kstate liein^- £.")4, s. s. 8. d. to l)e at

her Dispose for Ever, and to Kljenez' the Kldest son a Double
Portion 1)eing .£8VL 12.. s. o.d. and to eacli of the other four
chihb'en namely Lydia, Samuel, Jane and Nathan a Single Por-

tion l)eing £44. l()..s. 2^..d. and this Court apjioint 'J'homas

Pose Jun' Moses Belcher and John Cook of Preston to Divi(U'

ye s'' p]state according to this Distribution, ty lie sworn to that

service l)y the next Justice of the Peace, the charge thereof an<l

of this Court to V)e ]>' by the s'' Kelict and her i-hildren in pro-

portion to what they are to Receive, and if anything more
hereafter appear to belong to the s'' Kstate it must be divided
amongst the s'' Relict and her chihbvn in ve same Proportion.

•• Whereas it Certified to this Court under the hand of Mr.

Ju.stice Brown of preston that Kbene// Lenerson, one of \t'

sons of Sam" Lenerson late of Preston Dec'' being of age to

Choose hisCfardian. made choice of his father in Law Nicholas
William to be his (lanban w'' choice this Court approves of.

and (h> also appoint the s' Nicholas Williams to be (iardian to

Samuel. Jane and Nathan, three other of tlu' children of tin-

afores"* Samuel Lenerson Dec', he giving Boml as the Law
Directs."

Nicholas Williams uniteil with the North Chui'ch July lo,

1724. aiub with his wife, was a regular contributor to the

church funds until IT.'Js. In 178t^»-4(> ''the wife of Capt.

Williams contributed. N<> record of the ileath of either has

been fouiul.

16.

MosKS LkonaiM).' (Jo/mr Solomon.^) son of J(thn-'and Sarah

Leonard of Bridgewater, b — : m. 1. --. I7(''> Mercy Ni'wton.*

dau. of ^[oses and Joamia (Larkin) Newton of Marlborouiih.

1). F.'b. 1(5. \m:^, d. — , 17b'): m. 2. Aug. 8, 1710. Mrs Han-
nah Withi'rbee. wi(]ow of Thomas Witherbee ami dau. of D.-i.

John and Lydia Woods of Marlborough, b. Aug. 4. [<'>77:d.

Sept. 7. 17-')! : m. o, — , ]»ul)lished Now 2."». 177»7. Nfrs. Sar.ih

Hall, widow of Thomas Hall of Dudley. He .settled in th.at

part of NLirlboroiigh that is now Soutliborough about the time

•Seefiioi-iiote to Miiry Leonard iM).
i).

41i.
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of liis lirst iiiaiTiiigc. His wife wjis a sister of l)a\iil Xcwtoii
wilt) inan'it'(l Iiis ('(.nsiii Ilaniiali l^coiiar*!/' ami of Edwanl who
iiiarrii'd another cousin. Maiw Lciduiril.'' I'ldest sister of Sanmel
tlie hero of Coiitoocook Ishnid. l)m'iiig most of tlie time lie

lived in MarnK^rough. his family were in constant anxietv on
aci'onnt of thi' attaci\S of tlie ln<lians. Hon. Charles Hudson
in his hjstory of this town gives a graphic account of what the

inhal>itants suti'erecl fi-om the .-ravages. He says :
•* Although

this war did not at any time seem to peril the existence of the
town, like the Narragansett. or King Philiji's wai\ vet fr(»ni the

commencement ofthecenturv to the peace of 171o the inliah-

itants were ke]>t in a constant state of anxiety and alarm. The
stealthy inciii'sions of the guileful foe, the secret ambush, the

midnight assault, the murderer of the lalxuvr in the Held, or

the mother and her infant in the cal)in—the dread of thescalj)-

ing knife and the fear of a ho|)cle.ss ca])tivitv—evils more to he
dreaded than ojieii war—to su<'h as those the inhabitants of

Mai'Hiorough were constantly <'Xposcil during this lingering

war."

For the safety of the inhabitants twenty-six garrisons were
establii^hed in the dill'erent [»arts of ihe town. These were
foititied houses to which i)eo]tK' could resort in time of danger,
each numbere<l and named, and every family assigned to the
one nearest or most accessible to them. Moses Jjconard, his

neighl)or 'I'homas ^Vitherl)ee. ami three other families, were
c(jnnected with No. 2o, which was tliw house of his brother-in-

law, .lonathan Xewton. We have no rec<)rd of harm coming
to him or his family but that he jtlanted, at an early period, one
of the oi'dianls foi- wliich the town ])ecame famous. He was
an industrious and tlnifty farmer, and had just com])leted a

comfortable and convenient house when his wife. Mercv. died

at tlie birth of her daughter Mei'cy. As has l)een jtrexiously

stated, he bought of his uncle. Jacob Leonar<l of Bridgewater,
iiis land in Worcester in 1717 and about that time removed
there, where he became one of tlu' ])rominent men of the ]»laee.

Jle was Knsign in the militia and selectman as early as 17*io.

The i-ecords in the Hegistrv of Heeds at Cambridge, and in

AVoi'cestci" aftei' the new countv was formed in 1781. show
that he bought ami sold a great maiiv tracts o

lt)ng life.

After the act of incor]ioration of the town ot Worcester was
jiasscd ill \72'2. he was one of the committee of five ajijiointed

to "itroeure a supply of the pulpit." .\t tlie sec(»n<l annual
nieeling. he was cImxcii moderator ami elected one of the assess-

oiv. 1)V deed date(l Julv lo. 17*i!*. for tlMoO. he conveved to

ind during his



LEOXARD GENEALOGY. 59

l^eu. Townsend his farm of I'^O acres west of (^iiinsigaiiiog

j)oiul, iiiclndiiig liouses, barn, ami jh-w in tlie mocting house,

and soon afterward reinoveil to Brooktield. In a deed dated

.Inly 26. IToo. for land bought of Benjamin Smith in Lambs-
town (afterwards Hardwick), he is called " Iniiolder." wiiicli

wouhl seem to show that for a time he ke))t a public house.

In a few deedsof subsequent date he is called "Yeoman." in all

others '• Cientlenuui."' In thes])ring of 173."), for,£loOU liecon-

\'evs 398 acres in Brookfield to .Jonas Clark of Boston and for

£1000 receives from him lands in licicester including house,

t'tc. on "Laws Tlill," afterwards known as ''Mount Pl(>asant."'

He at once removed to this place, l)Ut for some rea.-^on remained

but a short time, selling a i)art or all of the ])ro|)ertv to (lershom

Keyes of Boston. By deed dated F(>b. 20. 17.39-40. \\v calls

himself of Rutland, and in consideration of £1(M)0 from his

son .Jonas, .sells him lO acres there, " with houses. b:irn.s,

oi-chard," &c. In all deeds n)ade subsetpient to this date he is

represented as residing in some part of this town. Apr. 27,

1759 as " late of Rutland West Wing Pivcinct iS: now I)\vell-

ing in said Rutland District." " Rutland West Wing Pre-

cinct," was incor])()rated as the town of Oakham in 1762: and

"Rutland District," ])i-eviously known as "Rutland North

West Quarter. " was incorporated a town by name of Hutchin-

son, in 177-1—changed to Barre in 1776. His wife Hannah <1.

Sept. 7, 17.")1 and the recor<lsof Rutland show that he " entered

his intention of marriage witli widow Hannah Beaman of

AVest1)orougli March 3. 1757—Certilicate given March 18,

1757." She was jirobably the <lan. of Kleazer and Hannah
Howe who m. Kleazer Beaman, Mar. or May 2. 1726. all of

Mai'lborough. Why the mari'iage was not consunnuated is

not known. In Nov. following he " entered his intention of

Marriage with Widow Sarah Hall of Dudley— Certilicate given

Nov. 25, 1757, and they were .><oon marrie<l. Very little is

known about her or her former husband, I'homas Hall. He
left a will dated Oct. 24. 175(;. which was iiro\ed Feb. 1. 1757,

and she was apitointed executrix. They seem to have had two
sons, Samuel and Benajah Hall, and two married dau,uhters,

Abigail I)ennis and Klizabeth Hinds. After her marriagi' with

Mo.ses Leonard her name was attached to his <leeds of convey-

ance. The last one that we lind I'ccorded bears date Feb. 3,

17()9: " Moses Lenard Sen' of the Di.^trict of Rutlaml. (Jenth'-

man. in consideration of £120, paiil by my .son Moses Lenard

.Ir of 2'' District veoman—the .southerly ^ pari of house lott

Xo. 8—wliere 1 now dwell with a Dwelling iioust- thereon
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1)ouii(1(m1 Kasterly on land <>f said Mi>sos Lcnanl Ji'. Westerly

on lionse lott No. 9—Southerly on part of a house lott in ]»os-

session of ^^r. Josiah Dana.' This ]>roj»erty atljoins the vil-

lajze of Barre. The last record that ran be found of them is a

discharue of a rnortoajLfe, <»n ihe margin of the record in Wor-
cester, Felt. ,"). 1770. The niorttza.Lic was from Noah Hall to

Thomas Ilall, l»oth ot DuiUey. dated Nov. .">, 17r><). Di.-^eharge

l)v •* Moses Lenard of Ruth'ind District. (lentleman—and Sarah

Lenard his wife, she hein^i" ExecutiMX to the Kstate of Mr.

Thomas Hall late of Dudley and widow of the said Thomas
Hall.'" At this time he must have been about 95 years of aiic.

The ehildren of Moses and Mt'i'cy—born in Marl-

1 )or< mgh—were

—

;")(». +Moses. .Tr..M.. Nov. 1. 17<M): .1. ( )ct. 24. 17«S: m. 1.

Harriet l^eulah : ui. '2, Scjit. 22. 17.S2

Mrs. Hannah Kia.^.sett) Hice.

.)7. +K/.ra.' b. St-pt. n». 1711 : d. .lune 2l». 1798 : m. June 1.

1787 Olive Smith.

fxS. -fMercv.M). Dec. 1. 1714: d. dune o. 179.'): m. May 2!'.

1782 Samuel Hobinson.

Children of wife Hannah were

—

59. fJona.sM). Oet. 19. 1717 in Marlborou;^h : d. Oct. 18,

1757: m. 1. Feb. 21, 1745 Mr.s Eunice
( ) l^ai'ber : m. 2, — , Abi<2ail .

(i(>. +Andrew.M). Nov. 2<i. 1719. in Worcester: <!. — : m.

1, Mar. 7. 1744-5 Dorothy Stevens: m. 2.

June !''>. 175s Hannah I'ierce.

17.

Josi.vH LkoN.MUi.' {'/o/iN.'' Sf)lornoii}) brother of iirecedini!.

b. — iu Bridiicwater : m. 1. Nov. 2. 1(599 ^farjoram Wash-
burn : m. 2. No\-. 21. (supposed) 1717. Abii^ail Washburn."'

His will, from which miu-h of our knowledge of his family is

derived, was dateil Feb. (>. 1748. and i)rove(l M.iy 21. 1745.

His son. dosiah .Ir.. was sok' executoi".

His children were

—

(> . +.Iolin.M). — : d. — : m. N(.v. 28. 1782 X:iomi Curtis.

(;2. +.Tosiah.-' b. — : d. Dec. 25. 17()<»: n:. .Ian. 24. 17;51i

Jemima Washburn.

It is not known who was the father of Marjoram Washburn (his first wife). Abi-

gail Washburn, his 2d wife, was dau. of John:' and RelM>ckah a.apham) b. ]<58d : lier

grandparents were .John- and Eli7.al)eth (Mitchell): great jrraidfatlier Johni of Pns-

bury, one of tlie original proprietors of Bridgewater.


