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I became acquainted (and in some cases intimately) \Yitli ^fr.

Samuel G. Drake, Ur. Nathaniel B. Sliurtleff, Dr. Winslow

Lewis, ;N[r. Wm. H. Deane, Mr. Wm. B. Towne, (all now

deceased), Mr. John W. Dean, Mr. Wm. B. Trask, and others

connected with the New England Historic Genealogical Society,

of which I became first a resident and then a life member.

Through Mr. Drake I received the New England Historical

and Genealogical Register until his decease, and from the society

since. The perusal of tliis publication, and the incidents nar-

rated, awakened an interest in genealogical lore and have led

to extensive research in order to reconcile the different state-

ments reofardino- our familv, or to learn what is false and what

true, and tn discover the missing links in our genealogical chain.

For some time I ardently cherished the purpose of })ubli.sh-

ing a very full and voluminous record of all those in this

country bearing our family name, but I have met with so many

obstacles that I have abandoned the |)lan. 1 am now content

to combine, in as intelligible a form as I am able, the substance

of what I have gathered by long labor and at considerable

expense and leave the work foi- others to complete.
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EXPLANATION.

Since tlie death of Mr. Manning Leonard, his children have

souglit to till out the record of the Bridf/ewater Branch of ilit

Leonard-Family, In' su})})lying some of the data lacking in his

manuscript ; and. without assuming that the record is complete,

they now })ul)lish the book, making grateful acknowledgment

to all who have so courteously replied to their requests for item.s

In addition to the engraxed ])ortrait of himself at the age of

twent3^-four, which Mr. Leonard had modestly provided h)r the

book, an artoty})e likeness made from his last photogra]>h is

given, that his readers may know the man to whom they are

indel)ted for this record.





PREFACE.

While some .seem to have little interest, and a few manifest

a contemi)tU()us indifferenee, in regard to their aneestrv. most

]»ersons feel a desire to know sometliing of their ])rogenitors.

There is quite certain to eome in the life of every one who

attains maturity, a time when he is led to make some inquiry,

and perha})s research, into his family genealogy. It usually

does not occur until a period when many of those who, from

their extreme age were important links with the •• long past,

'

have departed, and thus valuable facilities for obtaining veri-

table information of one's progenitors are lost beyond recovery.

The early settlers of New England were .so constantly occu-

pied in subduing the forests, erecting rude dwellings, an«l pro-

curing a scanty subsistence for their families, that they had

but little time for making written records, even if they had

the disi)Osition, ability, and facility for doing .-^o. And then,

bv the sudden attack of the Indians, an<l oiU'U conqilete

destruction of their homes, all that had been written was fre-

quentlv lost beyond replacement. Duxbury. which was tiie

parent town of Bridgewater, lost all of its town records previ-

ous to IB,")-!:.—said to have been burnt. The Cohmy records

of births and deaths previous to 1647 were also lost
:
and in

1838 all of tin' records of the town of Taunton were destroyed

bv fire. Though the materials have been so S(;anty, such has

been the interest in family genealogy, and such the industry in

o-atherino- items from everv soui^ce—family bil)les, addres.sct^,

ecclesiastical and town record.^—and putting them into accessi-

ble and durable form, that mo.st descendants of the Colonists

can trace their family connection to the - tir.st settler." with

tolerable accurai-v.
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In mv rnrlv years I used to listen with deej) interest to the

conversations between my aged grandmother and ray parents in

regard to their " comieetions,'' and some of them have never

been forgotten.

In the vear LS4(i 1 was chosen by the heirs of an uncle who

had died, childless and intestate, in Natchitoches, La., as attor-

nev to settle his estate. He was of a famih' of thiiteen chil-

dren, and his eldest bi-other had a like number. Other brothers

and sisters had considerable families, several had deceased.

—

and in some cases their children also.—leaving issue. To pro-

cure legal powers from all the lieirs, I had of necessity to

become somewhat ac(iuainte<l with a large number of relatives

living in many different states of the Union. About this time

1 procured a copy of the Hi.<tory of Ih-idgewater by rb)n.

Nahum ^[itchell, wliich contains tlu^ fullest genealogical hi.s-

torv of our branch of the family that lias ever been ])ublished.

I saw at oncH' that his dates and connection of families did not

agree with what I had gathered from my father and others. I

sought his ac([uaintance and found he had already discovered

errors which had occurred from the frerpient repetition of

Christian names in different families leading to misconnection,

and a lack of carefully verifying dates and statements that had

been furnished him. In an a])pendix to the later bound copies

of his historv, some of these errors were noted. With his

eiiaracteristic courtesy and kindness he aided me in my

researches and under his own hand gave me valuable ir.forma-

tion which will appear in its }iroper place. I had also some

acipiaintancc with Hon. James Savage and sought to have in

his o-reat work, which was then in manuscript, a correction of

the published errors in regard to our progenitors. 'SUxuy of

them, however, it will be .«een. have been ])erpetuated.



INTRODUCTION.

Leonard. This is a verv ancient name, and lia.s been known

for several centuries, both as a christian and surname.

Much has been written and ]>nblislied in regai'd to tlie nomen-

chiture of surnames

—

their derivation and signilication. Tho.se

who are curious in these matters can examine Camden's British

Remain.*, pubiislied in London in 1687, Jjower on English Sur-

names, Chambers', Fesendens and Brandes Dictionaries. A
very interesting article on Individual and Family Names was

published in the N. E. Historical and Genealogical Hegi.><ter^

1848, YiA. II, page l&I. It was written by Rev. William

Cogswell. 1). D., who was editor of the lirst volume of the

Register, member of this society, also of the American Anti-

quarian and the Massachusetts Historical Societies, and was

well versed in historical and antiquarian lore. He .states that

this is one of the class of surnames that originated from the

christian name. The signification i.s. Liondiearted. from Lto or

Leon and ard. It .seeins strange that tho.se who attainetl the

honors of knighthood did not adopt a lion's head for their crest

in.stead of a tigers!

While some would say in the words of Cowjter:

"My boast is not that I tleduc^' my bnth
From loins enthroned, the rulers of the earth.

But higlier far my proud pretensions rise

—

The son of i)arents passed into the skies."

others are and)itious to trace their lineage to the nol)ility of

the old w(M'ld. For the benefit of such, and of all others inter-

ei^ted, an enu'raved coi)v of the coat of arms said to belong to

the Leonard family is printed with descrij)tion of that, and of

that of the family of Lennard, Lord Dacre, which it will be

observed are very similar with the exception of the motto.*

Description of Leonard Coat of Arms: Arms—Or, (gold) on a fesse azure
(blue) three flenr-de-Us argent (silver). Crest—Out of a ducal coronet or, a tiger's

head urgent. Motto— il/eHior nt Fidelis.

Description of Lennard (Lord Dacre) Coat of Arms : Arms—Or, on a fesse gules

(red) three fleur-de-lis of the first or field. Crest—Out of a ducal coronet or. a

tigei''s head argent. Motto—Pour Bien Desirer.
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Those bearing the latter title were accustomed to spell the name
l)ofli ways, and, notwithstanding what has l)een wi-itten to pi-ove

the contrary, there is l)nt little doul)t that " the Leonaids are

of the family of Leniiard. Lord Daci-e."' Lord St. Leonards

was a mendjer of (.jiieen \'ictoria"s privy council and died in

January, 187o, ag(vl S)?>.

St. Leonards is a parish and famous watering place of

Kngland, in the (•< unity of Sussex adjoining Hastings, on the

coast, 73 miles east of London. St. Leonard's Forest is in the

same county m^ai' Horsham—occupies lO.dOd acres and is an

enclosed pai't of the ancient .Vndreilswald or Wt>odof Anderida.

St. Leonard is a parish in England in the countv of Devon,

where is the West of Kngland Deaf andDund) Asvlum. It is

also a ]iarish in Scotland, county of Fife; and a xilla^sfec in

France, and a town near i^imoge.-s containing al)out 4.000 inhab-

itants. There are numerous \illaues in France l)earino- ihe

name of St. Leon. St. l^eonhai-d is the name of .several towns

in Germany Li this ct)untry there is St. Leonards a village

in Calvei't county, Leonardstovvu, capitol of St. Marv"s countv.

both in .Mai'\land ; Lt'onarils\ille. a \illage in ^^adison countv.

New ^'ork : Leonardsbui'g in 1 )elaware countv. ( )hio; Leonard-

\"ille. ^[olmlonth county. New .Jersey : and Leonardx ille. Ivilev

county. Kansas.f

The earliest genealogical account of any branch of the l.,eon-

ard family in ihis counti'y is that publishetl in the Collections

of the Massachusetts Historical Society in 175'4. ^'ol. 11 L page

173, by Perez Fobes. LL. D. It is an A[)pendix to a De.<cri[)-

•ITlie followintc jiost-offlres in tlie I'nited States bear ttu' naim-. viz.:

Leonard, ('lit'rf)liee County, Al.iliania.
" Taylor County, Iowa.
" Harlan County, Kentucky.
" Oalclanit County, Michigan.
" Shelby County, Missouri.
" IMadison County. North Carolina.
" Chester County, Pennsylvania.
" Fannin County, Texas.
" Greenbrier County, West Vir;;inia
'• Cass County, North Dakota.

The last mentioned received its name from Mrs. Mary (Hewett) Watts who
gave the name as a compliment to a son of tlie compiler, who sjient the summers
•of 187Sand 1879 in that locality.
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tioii of Kayiili.'iiii wliicli cwiitMins :m acciniiit <»f tin- Iron Works
estjililislifd l>y t\v(t iiieiiil>ers of tlic family in ITm'J— tlie frieild-

slii)) cxliihiti'd towanls tlit-ni l»y King Pliilip on tlie Itrcjiking

out of tlu' Indian War in 1<!7*>. etc.

This was the most «-oni|»h-l<' family p'nt'aloiry tliat had cvtT

l)i'('n i»rintcd in New Kit^land. hut. h<'sidf tlio.<r of hitcr veal's,

very moagiv. It was liniitcd to one hnincii «»f the fiiiiiily,

which is to 1h' deeply reL'^rett«'<l for Dr. ?'ol>e.«; had a kiiowledfre

of the rehttion that the ditVeicnt Kraiiehes in this eotintrv liore

to L'a<-h other. He contemplated pnMishin;.' a more elalwirate

history, hut died hefore it was accomjdished. and whatever lie

had written, with other \a!iial»le jtapeiN. seems to have luvii

lost. Mr. Wni. K*. l>eane prepared a more full aeeoniit of this

liram.-h which was |.ul»lished in the Historical and ( Jeiiealojrj-

cal He^isier. \'ol. \'. page 4(l."i. Is.')!, and an appendi.x in \'ol.

\ 11. pagf 71. I SoM. Copies of tiie.«' articles were stit<-lie<i in

a |»amjihlet an<l enlith'd. • \ ( leiiealoojcal Memoir of the

Leonar<l I'amily: containing a full account of the lirsl three

generations of the I'amilv of .Iam«'s I,«'onard. who was an earlv

settler of 'j'aunton. .Mass.
'

This .lames, with Iirothcrs Henry an<l l*hili|i, it is .said. <-ame

to this country aliout 1<)."»(> from P<inty|M>ol. Monmouthshire, a

connty of KuLfland i>ordering the Bri-t<»I Channel. eeleUrated

for its mines of coal and iron, l»eautiful scenery, ami numlter

ot British and niedi.i-val reniain.s. It once l»elonged to Wal«'.s^

l>ut was made an KuLilish county l>y Henry \"III. early in the

sixteenth century. Ilcmv Leonard removed with his family

to New Jersey: I'hiliji settled in Hu.xhurv and <lie«l witliont

leaving male <lcscendants.

A genealogv of John Leonanl. of Springtield I«»3'.'. and

descendants was puMished hv Hev. John A. \'inton in the

'Gile-i Memorial, l^^*)^. ]»ag«' 27!». This UHMuoir was mainly

conipilc<l from a genealogy made by Mi-. FJislia Clark Leon-

ard of New Heclford in Is.Vi. Mr. Leonar«l is. in the judg-

ment of the writci'. one of thr most thorough and j>erf(Vt of

genealogists living. He has s]>ent weeks in investigating the

coniitv rcroi'd-; of Bristol ;it Trinnt.in making transcrijits of
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the conveyances by Leonards, etc., and lias aoiuired more

knowledge of tlie " Taunton Branch " of the family than any

other person, living or dead. We sincerely hope, and have

some reason to believe, that he will pnldish the resnlt of his

extensive researches. With profound gratitude I desire Ihmc

t(^ repeat my obligations to him for his great assistance and

encouragement in my arduous vvork."^

I shall make no apology for the frequent use of the tirst

person, singular, except that of convenience.

Rice Leonard was in Rehoboth in l(i44 and one of the

original proprietors of Attleborough i]i KUU. He had two

dauo-hters, Rachel and Sarah, and one son, Sanuicl. who died

without male issue, therefore there tire no descendants bearing

the family name.

The descendants of Solomon of Duxbury, 1()87, John of

Springfield, 1639, James of Taunton and Plenry of New Jcr-

sev are verv numerous and are scattered all through this conn-

try. The evidences are very cogent, if not entirely conclusive,

that all of them were related and from the snmc not very

remote ancestor.

As has been stated, Perez Fobes, LL. D., knew the relation

that the different branches oi the family bore to each other.

He was a native of Bridgewater— a descendant of John Fobes

of Duxbury, one of the original pro})rietors of Bridgewater,

and it is tluMight came to this country with Sc^lomon Leomird.

Dr. Fobes had a love for historical and anticpuirian investiga-

tion and research, and possessed rare facilities for its gratifica-

tion which he sedulously improved He once wrote that he

was ac(punnted with a man who had seen King Pliibp. He

aided my father in litting for college, was one of his professors

in Brown University ^luring his college course, and there was

great intimacy between them to the (dose of Dr. Fobes' life, m
1812. He often spoke to mv father of the connecti(W between

the branches of the family. If any written record was made

*Mr E. C Leonard, d. in New Bedford, Mass., September 7, 1894, leaving in

manuscript form a large amount of genealogical and historical material ot ines-

timable value. A portion of this was ready for printing, and it is hoped his

work will be completed and its publication not long delayed.
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of it bv my I'atluT it lias gone to olilixioii with that iiiade l>v

Di'. Fohes.

Wiicii in Europe in 18^4, T visited Monmouthshire in the

hope of tindiu^u" some records of the famil\' l)efore theii' enii-

Li'i'atic^n to this country. T found the old records in Pontvjtool

had l)een verv Itadly kept and got no satisfactory information

from them. Sexeral persons bearing the name were living in

the vicinity, and an aged man by the name of John Leonard.

took me to the gravevard near the ancient church of Treve-

thaii. not fai- from tiie town, where I found inseriptions record-

ing the deaths, at an early (hite, of those bearing the names

.loliii ami dames.

A pr(jminent gentleman, the acknowledged head of the

family of Leonard, living in I'uckingham A'ilhis. Clifton—the

beautiful environ of 15ristol—and his family, took much inter-

est in the matter, lie bore the chri.stian name of Solomon as

difl his fathei' and grandfather before him. 1 was assured that

not onl\- this name, but also John, daeob and Lsaac, had been

eoninion in the family there foi" many generations: that they

were dissenters and some of the family went to Leyden, and it

was lielieved from there to America. In a eorrespon<lence

with mend)ers of the family, continued for sexeral years, this

belii'f was confirmed.



I.

SOLOMON LEONARD.

The earliest settler in this eountry, bearing the family name,

of whom we have a record, and the ancestor of what has long

been known as the - Bridgewater Branch of the Leonard

Familv." must have been born about 1610 in Momnouthshirc,

or vicinity, in the southwesterly part of England.

He seems to have emigrated first to Leyden in Holland,

probablv with his father whose name it is believed was Samuel.

There is some probability that they came to this country

together -if so, the father must have died soon after. The

ex°ict period that Solomon emigrated to this country, and the

place from which he embarked, it has been impossible to

ascertain. J udge :N[itchell, in his History of Bridgewater. says :

•'In 1G2M, thirty-five of the Leyden people, with their families,

arrived at Plyinouth, and in li>3<». sixty more came. ^lany of

the Bridgewater proprietors were doubtless among these.'

It has been stated that he came with the familij of Minister

Robinson. l)nt late investigations seem to prove that but one .)f

the family, his son Isaac, came in 1(>8I. H has also been '

stated that he came with Roger Chandler an<l perhaps Ednnmd

Chandler, who were probably brothers. They were both taxed

in Plvmouth. (and admitted freemen), in 1()88, and soon after

were in Dnxbury, where both had grants of land.

He was engaged in the service of the Colony Company in

Plymouth fol^ acinic, but became one of the early settlers of

Duxburv. :\[r. Justin Winsor. in his history of this town,

says it was settled by the people of IMymouth and that they

were, many of them.Of the highest respectability and in the

colony afl'airs took i>rominent and active parts. ( )f the twenty

subscribers to the civil <-ompact, signc.l in the cal)in of the

Mayflower in November. Ki'iO, who survived the fatal lir.<t

winter, seven—Elder lircwster, Capt. .Standish, Mr. Alden,

Mr. Howland, Francis Eaton, Peter Brown and George Soule

—l)ecamc inhabitants of Duxbury. At one time it was of
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vust aivji, iiicliulinu within ils hounds l*t'nil)r()kc. JLinsitn.

Murslilit'ld, p;irt()[ Kingston, and liridgewater.

The exact date of Solomon Leonard's settlement in l)n.\l)uiy

cannot be fixed. Mr. ^Vinso^ says the records show he was

tliere when liie town was incorporated, 1687. He had laiul at

" Blue Fish." in what is now the northerly jiart of the village

of l)uxl)ur\', near the hay.

The records of that |»i>riod "that escaped tlie ravages of fire

and flood," and notahiy of decay, from lack of projier care,

arc very meagre and imperfect, and so incomj)lete that the his-

torian of the present day is often sorely perplexed and disaj)-

j)ointed in his researclies. 1 have ransacked all the musty

archives and records of that period that are accessible and for

those who may not have the opportunity of seeing the origin-

als, verhatim copies will l)e given to some extent.

In the "-Records of the Colony (^f New PlynKnith, in New
Enudand. Court ()rdei's.'"

\'ol. J page -19. \
" ^riiere was graunted to Edmond

"2 dannary l{)8(5-7. '

\ Chandlor foni't\' acrees of land Iving on

the east side of Moyses Symonson, where Mori'is formerly

begnnn to cleare for Mr. Bowman.—This was made voyd and

60 acres grante<1 afterwards."

Page 82. ) *" Three .^corc acres of landf are graunted

''2 Ajiril 1()>)S."
^
to Edmond Chaundler. lying on Duxborrow

side. an<l to be layd forth for him l)y Cajitaine Standi.^h k M'.

Aldcn, w''' was accordingly layil forth on the north east side

of the lands graunted Moyses Symons & ranging as his doth

in length north & by east and south cS: by west from the marked

trees."

Page <S3. \ ''Solomon Lennei" is promistMl lands on

"7 May 1688.'"^ l)uxbiiii'ow side (in pte of those due to him

foi' his service) in some convenient place."'

Paue 112. /
'• Solomon J.ennei is <:i-annted twenty

"4 February 1688-9."
^ line acres of land to bee laved forth

for him by Edmond Chaundlors, w'"' was lay'' forth for him

on the east side of tlie lands u'raunte(l to Kdmonil Chaundor,

and I'an'jinu" as his doth, iioilli east in leiii^th. ami south & bv
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west from the marked treeys, mid bounded at the vpjiei' eml

w"' a swampe."

"Nov. 2, l(i40."" " Twenty acrees were uraimted to Kouer

Chaundler, that lye northward from Duxborrow ^[ill. towards

Greens Harbour." " Sohl to ffrauncis (rodfrey, Febrnarv

1644.

Hon. Thoma.s Sj)ooner, in the *' Spooner Memorial." states

that Solomon Leonard was admitted freeman in 1648, but his

name does n(^t ai>])ear in the printed li.st of tho.se admitted

from Duxl)ury that yeai'. He is enumerated among those

"males that are able to beare amies from XVI yeares old to

60 yeares w"'in the Townesliipp of Duxborrow 1648."

By the Reeords of the Colony of New Plymouth—Deeils,

Vol. I, page 118, September 16, 164o. '' Mevwraml "Yhixi

Morris Truant and Solomon Lenner of Duxborrow came before

the Gounor and acknowledged That they have mutually

exchaunged their now Dwelling houses and vplands and med-

clowes w"" now they haue in possession f)r any graunt of Tlie

one w'*" the otiier So that the said Morris Truant shall haue

and enjoy the h<juse vplantls and meddow of the said Solomon

Lenners w°'' he lately l)ought of Edward Bunipas and all the

pcell of Comon land w"" the Towne of Duxborrow graunted the

said Solomon lying betwixt the said house (& land <£• j)urclia.sed

of Edward Bum})as as aforesaid and Mr. Alden.s. And
likewise That the said Solomon Lenner shall haue and enjoy

the house garden & buildings and vplands and meddow w''

apptained to the said Morris Truant at \\\v\\ llish Kiuer w"'

all and singnler the app'tenc & to the said p'miss belonging."

No record of conveyance of this land "lately bought of

Edward Bumpas " can be found, or of the lands of Solomon

Leonard when sold by liim. It should be stated that in vast

nund)er of instances at this period, and for fifty years subse-

quently, deeds of purchase were never recorded.

Page 153, Marcli the 4th, 1647, is recorded a deed l»y which

'• Moris Truante Inhabitant of the Towne of Duxborrow and

. Jaane mv wife haue for diners Reasons and vpon good Concid-

erations sould to John AVashburne Iniiabitant of the same
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Towiie. lliis with other "lands housses out housses—hind

Iving ItetwetMi John Irishes <t John Aldens Inhabitants of the

same Towne—one poell adioyning to the hmds of Phillij)e

Delanov Constant South\V(^rth Jolm Irish."

I'age irJ^, \ "Gorg Partridgof the towne of l)uxl)erv

•'.luly 2.b\ l<)4:i»." ^ in the Coliny of Xevv Plymouth in New
Kngland in ameriea Tayler—in coneideration of the Som of

fouer pound sterling to him alredy i)ayed by Sergeant William

^[(•^i(•ke and John Vobes of the towne aforesaid—sould vnto"

them "about line acars or theralxmts in Duxbery aforesaid at

poidfler point l)etwixt the lands of (ioi-g Soule on the one

side ami Solomon Lenerson on the other side.
"

Associated with the renowned Miles Standish. John Alden,

Constant Sontlnvorth, William Bradford and others—r»4 in all

—Solomon Leonard l)eeame one of the original projyrietors of

Bridgewater and one of the earliest settlers there; Mr. Savage

savs as early as lH4r), but it must have been some years later.

The grant of the ])lantation Ijy the Court was not made until

1(54."). ;in(l the Indian title to the territory was made by deed of

"the good oil] Massasoit," dated Mareh 28. 1()4!>. The town

was not incorporated as a distinct townshij) until !()")(!. It

contained at one time about ninety-six square miles of territory,

the greater part of Abington and what is now Hanson, were

included within its lumnds. as well as the *' Four Bridgewaters,"

—the North Parish being now the thriving city of Birx-kton.

The first settlement was made near what is now West Bridge-

water. " Kacli settler had at first a grant of a house lot of six

acres on the town river, then called Nuckatestor Xuncketetest,

an Indian name in close affinity with that of the pond from

which it flows, now called Xi))penicket, formerly written

Xeapnucket or Xeapnuncket. The first lots were taken up in

West Bridgewater, and the first houses built, and first improve-

ments maile there : and the settlement was called after the

name of the river, Xuncketest, or Xunckety, sometimes Unk-

etv. These Indian names were variously written—in Gover-

nor Hinckley s deed of conformation, the ])ond itself is called

Unketest. The plantation bore the more general api)ellation
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of Satucket. These house lots were contiguous and the settle-

ment compact, with a view to mutual aid, when connnon pro-

tection and defence against the Indians should be required,

and extended on each side of the river/' [History of Bridge-

water.] Solomon Le(Miard's house-lot seems to have been near

the center. On this he erected a humble habitation that was

probablv the dwelling place of himself and family to the close

of his life.

After a faithful and indefatigable search of many years it is

hard to be obliged to say that no record can be given of the

familv name of his wife, the date of their marriage, or the

births of their children. We only know that she bore the

excellent name of Mary, which has been so creditably per-

petuated in the families of her descendants. It is sad to real-

ize that so much of our knowledge of the family is <le]tcndent

upon tradititm which is often unreliable.

Thev were undoubtedly married before 1640 and hail a large

familv of children, most of them prol)ably born in Duxbury

and several dying while young. As they had aided in the

subduing and settlement of the two towns, their lives must

have been tilled with almo.st ceaseless care and labor, with few

conveniences and no sui)erfluities. Their dwelling house, like

others of that period, was probably made from hewn logs,

with the .spaces tilled with clay: the chimney, of sticks or

stones and plastered outside and in with clay, was built again.-^t

one end on the outside of the house. Their clothing was of

homes[>un wot>len, llax, or hemp, sui)[)lemented perhaps, with

leather made from the skins of deer. Their fo<id consi.^^ted of

various preparations of Indian corn, beans, rye or wheat bread,

a few vegetables, fish, clams, lobsters, wild game, and in their

season, the berries and wild fruit that were connnon in New

Eno-land ; l)ecf and mutton were luxuries seldom indulgetl in,

and neither potatoes, tea, nor coffee had been heard of. Their

dishes, doubtles.><, were few and mainly of wooil. with perhaps

a plate or two of jKnvter.*

~A very vivid impression of the lives of tht? early emij^rants to New En«laml

may be gained from the accurate and intensely interestim: hooli fnim the press

of Tifknor & Co., "The Pilgrim Repuhlie," written by the late Mr. .I..hn .\. (iood-

win, and also from the stories by Mr-;. .lane (Goodwin) Austen.
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Thev were- uiicdueatt'd, ami were evidcnlly idimiig tlic ''rude

forefathers," but were respectable, honest, industrious, frugal,

and thriftv, and these worthy traits liave l)een transmitted to

their descendants to the jti'esent day.

A church was formed in Huxhury as eai'ly as 1(>82 : and

Kev. Ralpli i^iitridge, "a man of pious and hiamcless life,

gentleness of sjiirit. and meekness of heart," was the minister

from 1637 to his death in 1658. Whether they were members

it is impo.ssihle to state, as the records of the church were

burned with those of the town. 'Nor can we tell if they were

members of the church in Bridgewater. which was organized

on its first settlement. Rax. James Keith was their first settled

minister, ordained in KiO-i, and continne(l until liis (h-ath in

171!'. lie was from Scotland, educated at the University of

Aberdeen, "a worthy man, hiithful she])hei'd. and able divine,"

on intimate terms with Increase ^[ather, Judge Sewell, and the

leadino; men of that d,a\-. lie was a line penman and wrote

manv of the deeds, wills, etc., of his parishioners, and, without

doubt, kejtt a careful church record, but it canmjt be found. If

accessible to the historian of that period, what aid it would give I

At the Second Centennial Amiiver.^ary of the Incorporation

of Bi-idgewater, dune 3, 1856, lion. Emory Washburn,* in an

address delivered on the occasion, said,
—"In selection of a

minister, the town seems to have been particularly fortunate,

and he seems to have stamj)ed his own character npon this

con 11 n unit v.

'• riiough in the very infancy of the town its inhabitants had

shown the interest thev felt in the cause of education, bv con-

* JohrO Washburn was early in Duxbury. He and his s. .Tohn were oriKinal

jiropriftors of Bridt^ewiiter. John'^ b. U!2l, m. Elizabetli Jlitclu'U, lfi45. Jux'-iilr^

m. Hautuili Latliani, wliose Kraiidniother on lu-r niotlier's side was tlie famous
Mary Chilton, said to have been the first female to set foot on the Plymouth
shore, ItttO. Joneplit m. Hannah Jolinson. Seth''h. 1723, m.lT'iO, Mwry Harrod. she

d. Sept. 1«, 1787. He m. 2d, 1788, Mrs. Sarah (Denny) Sargeant; he d. Feb. 12, 17W.

Jnitephr> b. May 18, 17.55, m. May ti, 1787, Ruth Davis b. Oi-t. 8, 17t).'): he d Mar. 27,

1807; she d. Mar. 22, 1827. Kmorir b. Feb. 14, 1800, graduated from Williams foil.

1817, youngest in his class, studied law at Harvard, admitted to the bar I^21. m.
Nov. 2, 18;W, Marianne C. Giles; he d. Mar. 18, 1877, at Cambridge, Mass. "The
legislature of Massachusetts expressed its deep sorrow at the death of Hon.
Emory Washburn, the senior member of the house of representatives, '1S2(), 1827.

1877), formerly state senator, (1841), and governor (.18.>J), of the Commonwealth."



LEONARD GENEALOGY. 19

tributiiig twelve i)Oun(ls, in Indian corn, for the benefit of Har-

vard Colleue, I do not find c()ri)orate action Uyv establishino-

schools within the town till abont the vcar ITUO, when "a

scholar who came out from England, whose name is Tliomas

Martin." was euiiaoed for four vears to keep a school in four

places in the town in each year.—three months in each place.

But, though entering late into the field, we are warranted, from

its whole history, in believing that few towns have been more

uniform or consistent in su])}ilying to the young the means of

education. Though there were among the early settlers, few

who laid claim to much schohirshi]), there were none who
wanted that general intelligence anil practical good sense so

much more useful to men in their condition. There was in

this respect a remarkalde uniformity among them, and scarcely

if any. less remarkable identity in their religious faith and

observance of their moral duties. And, as an evidence of this

it is believed by those who have made it a subject of investi-

gation, that drunkenness and its kindred vices were unknown
among them; and not a single conviction of an inhabitant of

the town, for any crime involving moral turj)itude. was had

while Plymouth existed as a colony !

* When a better .system of religion or of practical faitli than

this can be discovered, the world may begin to disi>ense with

the old-fashioned notions of Kobin.son and Brewster. ^Vnd yet

it was not because the men of that day were wanting in spirit

or energy or enterprise.

•• In speaking of those who gave a character to the first gen-

eration, and whose teaching and influence trained up those who

were to be worthy to succeed them, I must not })ass over the

wives and mother.s, who came here into the wilderness to give

to the sj)ot its strongest attrai-tion, the simple charm of home.

Thev came here while the howl of the wolf was yet heard from

the deep forest around them at midnight. Often and again did

thev clasp their little ones, with more than a mother's tender-

ness, as thev saw the shadowy form of the savage stealthily

prowling around their .scattered dwellings: or waited in fearful

susjien.^e for the return of a husband from the bold forays in

wliich thev sought for the foe in his lair.
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" ]h\t liistorv does not t("ll n\' :i iiiotlicr's courage that quailed,

or a woiiiairs fortitude that siiruiik, aiuidst these dangers."

Hon. Lemuel Siiaw,* Chief .Justice of Massachusetts, said:

"In the tirsi place the founders were actuated and governed, in

all their tlioiights ami in all their movements, hv high relig-

ions and moral principle. They were not adventurers who had

left their counti-y f<>r a time to mend their fortunes and then

return': tlic\- came to seek a pcrmanenl aliiding place, to estab-

lish a home foi' themselves and their deseeufhints, which should

satisf\- tlieii- cherished ideas of :i pure, religions conmion-

wealth. They came with litth' projterty ; Imt the means on

which they relied.—and on which, as the event proved, they

might rely with success,—next to an und(jul)ting faith in the

providence of God, were earnest minds and willing liands.

•' But it is not on their religious charactei-. however, that I

wo\d<l dwell : hut 1 do wish to ask your attention to their high

moral princii)les. In my judgment they were truly and con-

scientiously governed liy a princi])le of strict integrity, a pure

sense of exact justice, of strict c(piality of i-ights in the dis-

trilmtii)!! ami cnjoNincnt of all iM\il and social henclits and

aiKantages.

"lint next to their religious ch.-iracter and the high-toned,

sti'ong sense of morality, of justice and integrity, or jterfeet

ecjuality of rights, which marked their conduct in all their

social and political dealings and relations with cacdi other, I

consider that the remarkable growth in advancing from poverty

to comi)etcncv, to wealth, and to all the relinements of an

advanced civilization, are mainly attributable to tworpialities,

—

industry an<l fi-u«ialitv. Labor, honest labor, even liiird and

persevering labor, in a latulablc and hone.st calling, brought no

discouragement, no want of respect, no loss of social position.

This was a general and pcrvailing feeling, and extcndi'd to all

clas.'ies and to both sexes: mothers and daughters, as well as

* Hon. Lemuel Shaw, LL D., son of Rev. Cakes and Susanna ( Hay ward ) Shaw

was b. in Barnstal^le, .Jan. 9, ITf^l, m. .Ian. 6, 1818, Elizabeth dan. of .Josiah Knapp

of Boston; she d. .Tunc 13, l>e~'. He m. ~'d Aug., 1827. Hope dau. of Dr. Samuel

SavaKi' of Barnstable ; he d. in Boston, Mar. HO, mil. His jrenealojjy : Abrahanii

Sliaw of Dedliiiin, freeman, ItW. .lolm- i lt>.V>. of Weymouth). .Ioscph-> b. lOtU.

.loliiu b ITUH in Kast Bridyewater. Oakes^ b. .hine lO. ir:iti: il. Feb. 11, 1807.
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fatlicrs aiiil sons, were actuated alike 1)V a eoiamoii self-devo-

tion to usefal iiukistrv, to advance the common interests of

the family.

"[ wish to express for myself, and my contcm])oraries of the

})resent time, a deej) feeling of gratitude, veneration, and lilial

affection, for our female ancestor-^ 'riiough less conspicuous,

their duties wei'e not less important and elticient. Animated

l-v an ahiding sense of religious dei)endence, and sustained hy

an unshaken faith; governed by an entire devotion to duty,

and in self-sacritieing s])irit; without disj)lay, and without a

thought of being apjilauded or notieed ;—they proceeded in the

})erformance of their a])propriate duties with a (juiet but ])erse-

vering energv. which did much to mould the characters of

their sons and daughters to honi>r and \irtiu'. and elevate the

tone of societv bv impressing it with something of their own

pure and lofty spii'it.

'•'These virtues and characteristics were not rare, excejitional.

and occasional, but t'verywhere abounded as tlic leading ehar-

acteristics of the wives and mothers of our early ancestors,

and tended to give to .society formed under domestic auspices

a character of high excellence, though still litth* advanced in

wealth."'

lion, dames M. Kt'itli said, •' There is a beauty ami moral

sublimitv in the patient devotion to duty, manifested in the

daily life of the conscientious Christian minister, which appeals

even .to what some consider the call<tus heart of the legal advo-

cate in tones more thrilling than the highest-wrought periods

uttered fi'om the rostrum.

"The eloquence of such a life was shown by the l\ev. dames

Keith, the lirst minister of Bridgewater, for more than tifty-

five vears, amidst the toils, the privations, and tlu' dangers of

a colonial settlement, in tiie forests around the spot on which

we are assembled, in the hiithful discharge of the d\ities of his

ministry, till called to his rewarcl in ITliK

"Thetirst minister of Bridgewater did not preach, nonlid

his hearers practice, a sickly sentimentality, which showed

uiore svmpathv for the criminal than h)ve for the ()bserv-
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ance of law: but he tanglit. an<l they believed in a willing

obedience to law, ami in the speedy ))unishnient of its vio-

lators. Thev devoutly believed in prayer, and trusted in God;

l)ut thev also trusted in their own right arms to achieve their

defence. When attacked by the Indians, whom they had

treated with uniform kindness, they did not abandon their

homes, as advised by the timid of other .settlements nor trends-

ling wait for Omnipotence si)ecially to interpose for their deliv-

erance ; but, .seizing their weapons with resolute hearts, they

attacked the foe, and drove him from their .-settlement."

Although all their lives deprived of tlic privileges of instruc-

tion bv the .school-master, and the appliances of the schools

that afterwards became so connnon, Solomon Leonard and his

familv must have acipiired instruction and growth in grace,

refinement, and virtue, from the daily intercotirse with their

neighbors, some of whom perchance of more culture and in el-

lio-ence : and the ministration, instruction, and exami)le, of

such pious, faithful and beloved mini.sters as Rev. Kalph Part-

ridge and Kev. James Keith. «

His name ajipears once more l)efore his death on the Colony

Records. Vol. 8, i)age l(iO. ^[arch 4, lHo8-9. "An Tnc[uest

was held on the bodv of an Engli.sh Man which some Indians

took up out of theRiuerof Tetaeutt, a little bel(»w Xemaskett.

•• Wee found noe blemish about the man that sliould in any

wav cause his death, but as we conceive was drowned acci-

dentally."

lie was associated on the inquest with the following citizens

of Bridgewater, nearly all of whom we lind i)rominently con-

nected with the early history of the town. " Sanniel Edson,

Xathaniell Willi-s John Willi.s John Vopes, Arthur Harris,

John Hayward. sen', Mark Laythi'ope. Thomas Hayard Jun\

William Snow. Lawrence Willi.s (hiydo Bayley, Nathaniel

Haward, and John Carew."'

Soon after this period he .seems to have acrpiired the respect-

ful title of " Goodman Lennerson," which he bore until his

death. It has been impossible to a.-icertain when this event

occurred. He was pn^bably buried in the ancient grave-yard
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at West Britlgewater. "but no luau kiiowetli of lii.s st'})ulclire

unto this day:" and. strange as it may seem, the same is true

of all tlie members of his familv I Jmlge Mitehell, in his His-

tory of Bridgewater, says he died in IH?^^). and this error has

been repeated by Mr. Savage and by innumerable followers.

This seems very strange for l)oth of these gentlemen were

familiar with the Court Records of Plymouth, the records of

deeds tiiere, and the Proprietors Records of Bridgewater, either

one of which would have shown that he must have died many
years before the jieriod named. Judge Mitchell also .sjiys, " his

estate was settled by his son Samuel and was tiie first settle-

ment recorded in Plymouth Probate Court." Mr. Savage

notices this statement, and seems to take exceptions to it. but

makes no explanation. I fail to find any reconl of the .settle-

ment of the estate. But few papers relating to transactions

during that period can be found. At the time of King Philip's

war, and subsequently, the anticipated or actual raids of the

Indians occasioned frecpient hasty removals of the Probate and

other j)apers and records, for safety, which resulted in serious

loss. For several years the whole country was agitated and

ab.^orbed in these Indian wai's and nearly everything else seems

to have been left U) " take care of itself." It is rpiite impossi-

ble, in these peaceful times, for us to have any conception of

atfairs at that ))eriod. The town of Bridgewater ordered the

meeting house and minister's house to be fortified, powder and

ball to be j)rocured, and pay for soMiers provided. "The for-

tification abt)ut the meetinof hou.se to be made with half trees,

.seven feet high above the ground, six rods long and four i-ods

wide. l)cside the flankers."

The following shows the at-tion of the colony. Colony

Record.s, Vol. 5, page 17H, October 4. liiTo. "Memorand:

that the Court pro-.daimed a soUenme day of humilleation, to

be observed by fasting and prayer which was obser\ed by

theire order on the 14th of Octol)er 1«)7.") throughout this jur-

isdiction, to hund>le our soules, ;ind seeke and begg thr Lords

healp in our ])sent troul)les. by reason of the Indians, theire

p-;isting on in theire hostillitie an 1 barbararous crewi'ltic and

outraire against the En.i!lish.
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" It is orderel by the Court, that during the time of |»ul)lieke

danger every one that comes to the meeting on the Jy)i'd's (h»y

bring liis arines witli him. and t"nrnish('<l with att least six

charges of powder and shott, vntill further order shall be given,

vnder tlie penaltie of 2' foi- every such defect, to be leuie<l hy

distress, bv the constable, bv onler of any of the coniission

officers, for tlie t<jwnes vse.

"This Court, takeing into theire serious considerati<;n the

tremendous dis])en.sations of Cod towards the people of Dait-

mouth. in suffering the barlxd'us heathen to spoile and destroy

most (»f tlieire haliitations, the enimie being greatly adxautaged

thervnto bv theire scattered way of lining, doe therefore order,

that in the I'ebuilding or resettleing therof, iliat the}' soe order

it as to line compact together, att least in each village, as they

niav be in a capassitie both to defend thenisidves froii the

assault of an enimie, and the better to attend the publicke

worshi}) of God, and ministry of the word of God. whtnse care-

lesnes to obtaiue and attend vnto, wee fear, may h;iue bine a

prouocation of Go(l thus to chastise theire contempt of his go.s-

pell, which wee earnestly desire the ])eoi)le of that place may

.

sei'iouslv consider oil. lav to hai't and be hund)led foi".

—

•• Alsoe this Court dotli oi-iler. that the i)eople of MidtUeberry

doL' attend the like course in theire rebuilding and i-esettleing,

as is ordere<l f(»r Dartmouth."

The .settlement at Dartmouth. 2o miles distant from Bridge-

water, was attacked by the Indians several nionths before this

date, manv of tlie houses burned and the inhabitants slain.

The j)eoj>le of MidiUeboi-ough only about ten miles distant, all

fled to l^lvmoutli for j)rotection and all their hou.ses were

burned. At a later period, Bridgewater was .savagely attacked,

but the jH'ople courageously and successfully defended them-

selves. Though vei"v man\- of the men of this town were

engaged in the war from the \'ery beginning to its close it has

been stateil that not one was slain.

In the Records of Deeds of Plymouth Colony. Book 8. page

\\)\). a coiilirmatorv deecl fi-om Samuel Leonard to his bi-other

•lolin is reeoi'ded which states: " FoiMsmueh as mv father
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;S..ll..nion Leomml of BrHl-watrr wl.ilc lu' was liviu,- "li-l whli

my mother full V aii.l tiruily bestow on my l)rotlier .lohu Leoii-

ar'a tiftv acres of laud beiug- aud butiuo- <.ii the south or south-

westerly svde of Puukatest river uext adjoiuiug- unto Khler

Brett ills fifty aei-e Lott that he bouoht <.r exehanoed with

Kobert Latham ou the one syde and unto my laiul on the other

.syde with all the uie<Mow—aud not havino- uiade Deed of Gift

•uuto mv brother John Leonard being- prevented by .U-ath—

I

samuell" Leonard—eontirm—my hand an<l seal this tirst of the

third month May lOTL

Aclaiowledg-ed b(>foro niee Constant Southworth

Assistant."

Also Book 4, pa.ue o.

'• Winslow Gov'.

-Whereas Nicholas Bvram and Sollomou Leonard di<l

<?xchani^e laud an.l possess them several yetires before the death

of Sollomou Leonard k Sanuiell Leonard his sou .loe ratify

and coufinu the said Exchan.ue " &c.

•• Ackuowle<lged V)y Nicholas Byrani and SamueJl Leouanl

before Coustaut^Soutiiworth assistant June 2<1 HbL"

The foUowiuo- is from Plymouth Colony Records; G.urt

( )nlers. Vol. 5. pa.uv 171». October 27, 1(57.">.

•• Li refereuce vnto the disi.ose of Sollouuui Leonards. m. ot

Brid^ewater. decease.!, the Court haue ordered, that such

pticulars as belong- to Samuel Leonard.sou. the eldest son <»f

the said Leonardson. being firstly sett apart, vi/. d'- fifty acrees of

vpland. Ivinu on the southsvle ..f Nunckatateesett Kiucr. and

twentv niore adjoiniug t.. it. on the northerly syde thcrot. and

twelue acrees Ivinu" att the town of Bridgwater. ..n which the

house standeth. and three lotts of lueddow. coutainmg tw<.

acre.^s and an halfe. or thereabouts, to a lott. and fifty a.-rees of

1-uid appertaininu- to .lohn Leonardson. the .second son of the

..,i<l Sollomou Leonanlson. and all debts and dues owing to any

from the estate being first payed, the Court .loth order, sctth-

aud distribute the remainder as followeth :—
,

• ,

-Viz ct- that Samuell Lcnardsou. the .-Idest sou of the said

Sollomou Leonards..u. shall hau,' a double portiou. with what
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hee li:tt!i alrcddy receiucil froin him, of his estate, both real

ami psoiiall. accord intz' to hiw, and the remainder to l)e ecjually

deiiided amongst the reste of the children in equall and alike

])roi)ortions, pi'ouided that what any of them haue reeeiiied of

theire fathers estate be likewise recone<l onward to them off

theire ptes.

" Tliis Court haiic uiMuntcl Itres of admimicstration vnto

•Samuell Lsonardson to a<hiiinnester on the estate of Sollomoii*

Leonardson, deceased: and the Coui-t iloe request Elder Brett

and M' Samuel I Kdson to be su])ervisors and assistant vnto the

said ailminnestrator, in thin,iis }»rouein,<i' dilHcult relatiiiji' to the

])mises."'

In a seai'ch which 1 niailc at the Probate Office in Plymouth

some years ago I found, amonji" the miscellaneous papers that

had "esca])ed the ravages of the war." the original bond given

by Samuel Leonard to settle his lather's estate. The following

is a co])y :

—

"Know all men by these presents that 1 Samuel Leonardson

of the towne of Bridgewater in the Jurisdiction of New Ply-

mourli. C.irpenter, do a'-knowledge myself hereby to stand

boun 1 unto the Govenor and Court of Plymouth aforesaid in

the penall sum of one hundred pound for the payment of

which sum well and trulv to be made I bind myself my heirs

executors and administrators, tirndy by these })re.sents, .sealed

and given this '27 of October 1H75.

" The condition of the above written obligation is such that

whereas the abovj bounden Samuel L.Miardson hath obtained

lettei's of administiMtion, to administer on the estate of Solo-

mon Lenard.^on of the towne of Bridgewater in the Colone

aforesaid, weaver. If therefore the said Samuel a<lministrator

shall and do ])ay all such debt accounts, of his said adminis-

tration, and be reddy to give an account, thereof unto the .said

Coui't when by them reipiireil and keep and save harndess the

said (tov. and Ci>nrt from such damage as may acrew unto

them bv his said administration That then this obliu-ation to
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])e void :ni(l of uou effect or otherwise to reinuiiu' in full force

strength :iud vertiie.

Saimud IcouMrd jSeal
\

Signed sealed and delivered in

the presence of

*Wi Ilium l^earsstow

Robert Stetson."

Whv leu-al steps were not sooner taken to settle the est:ite

we can only conjecture. I'erhaps efforts to do this In- agree-

ment were made and failed. Possibly it may have been

arranged to defer it until tlie death of the wi(hjw, which had

doubtless now oceurre<l, as no mention is made of her an<l no

provision granted in the order of the Court.

In tlie a(bninistrator's bond Soh)mon Leonard is called

'•weaver." This is the only instance that has been found

where he has been so called. In all legal instruments of that

(lav it was the custom to name the employment of the parties.

It is possil)le that he may have served an apprentice.ship at

weaving, in his early years and followed it to some extent

througii life, but more i)robabie that lie had become unable to

perform the hard work of the farm and the last work he did

was wt-aviiig.

AltlKmgh copies of many documents have been given, it

seems pr(')per, ])ef()re proceeding to the history of the second

generation, to a(hl the h)llowiiig from the Proprietor's K.M-ords

of Bridgevvater, Book 1. i)age U2 :

"The lands of Samuel Leonard John Leonard I.^aaek Leon-

ard and Jacol) Leonard lietir in the town of liridgewater Keb-

,.„.„.y -T!)—Lnprimis—Samucll Leonard is as followeth, twelve

acres of laud wheare he now dwelleth be it more^m- le.^s being

*W^nnrxtow was probably «on of Wm. wh.. was in Dedham when his son

[,.sei,h was b. 16:« and in Soituate when Wni. Jr. was born Sep KIC. "•••< "rst

; hilcl .wife Saraba R.b..ca was b Mar. 12, l«r«. His will .late.l 1711 Hoth .loseph

and Wn.. with .loseph Sprau'ue proved " Cornet "' Robt. Studson s will. Mar. 1.

^tLt Sletso. was probably s..n of the "Cornet." b, .Ian. -... la'^l n. Joanna

Kro ,k« 1B71J. "The same year the Indians burned his house m ^cituate. He Uvea

in Pembroke which was taken from Duxbury and Marshtleld. "Here was the

first saw-mill in Plymouth Colony," Xf.
. „, ^ ,,

Barl.er, p. 517 See John Stetson Barry's Town of Hanover, p. -U. His family

of Stetson, p. 93- U.
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to sixe a'.-;ir Lotts ei,uiity j)ole in k'liutli mikI tWL'iity foiire or

five in pole in breadth or there abouts Hanuiiii»- north and south

or thereabouts l^uttinu" on the Towne river on the south sid of

the River.

'More—twenty aears of uphinds on tiie south si(h_- of the

Towne River liinu' betweeue the Itinds of Edward Foabs to the

nor^vard and daeol) Leonards to thi- s(»uth\v;ird running- in

le.igtli eight seore poh' and in I)readth twentv )>oh' ranginu'

Noitlie.ist and Southwest from the ri\cr t)r thereabouts.

''And here folh)\vs Samuel Li'onards niefhlow one Lott and

a lialfe of inetl(h)W liiiiL; on the south side of the Towne River

biing l)etween the niedtlow Lands of Joseph Bas.sett to the

westward and Nathaniel Willis to the eastwanl and bounded

bv the River to the noi'wai'il and by the u]>lands to the

southward.
•' More—one lott of meildow in Slashing Cove liing betweene

the nie<ld()\v lands of Mr. James Keith to tlie westward and

Kliliu Bivtts to the eastward and bounded by tlie l'i>lands

elsewhere.

•• ^bire—one T-otte of meddow on tlii' south sid of the towne

river in the (ii'eat Meildow runninii from the river to the

Swami)e liing betweene the meddow of John Cary Jun' to tlie

east and Niek(»ls Bii-am Senior to the west.

"Heal" follows the Lands (»f John Leonard. Being tifty

Aei'es of u]>lands on the south sid of the I'owne I'iver Butting

on the River being eight .set>re pole in Length an«l lifty ])o]e in

breadth liing betwene the lands of Klihu Brett to the eastward

and his brother Lsaaeks to the westward running for its Range

northeast and southwest nearest.

'"More—one hftv acar Lott belonu'insi' to Isaaek J.,eonard and

Jaeob Leonai'd lsaaeks part being next his Brother Johns tifty

acar Lott to tlie eastward and Jaeob Leonard to the westward

being twenty iive aears running the .same length and bredth

with the aforesaid lifty aear Lott of their Brother Jolius

ranging u]>on the same ])oint of conipas an<l liutting on the

same side of the river Jacobs ]iart of his tifty aeres of Lands

l)einu" twentv live aeres lieth to the westward of Lsaeks twentv
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five acres and lioiiiuled l)y the twenty acar Lott of his l)r()tlier

Sanmell Le:)nar.l to the westward all the aforesaid lands But-

ting of the River.

" ^^ore—Hftv ae.irs of Lands lai<l out to Samuel Jicnerson

liing to tlie southward of the towne river l)uttini>' on a Hid_ue

and Bounded by a Red Oak westerly and hy a White Oake
easterly being tifty ))i)]e wide and eiglit score pole in length

ranging south and by west nearest, and bounded bv the Lands

of Samuel Kdson Junici- to the westward & a great Whight
Oake being mai'ked at the head of their lands an<l ly the

Commons to the Eastwai'd, A great whight oake being marked

there also for his l)readth X upon the Horse PLaine.

"More—tenn akers for Jt^hn Leonord at the head of his

twoo fifty akei" Lotts where liis Injuse stands bounded at the

liead range by a red oake sapling in a heap of stones and a

small wliite oak bush with a Kock at the foot of it.

• More—for John Lenanard thirteen acars a swam}) lott and

three acar which hee bought of Josiah Edson liing ujion a small

brook bordering upon the horse jilaine it a bounded by a straight

Range from a pine Tree marked ou two sides & to a red oake

marked on towe sides and from thence to a wliite oke markcil

on foure sides standing near the Brook and from thence to an

.Vsh standing ueare the swam])e & thence to lain ujx))! a straight

line from the Ashhe to a sniidlc white oake marked on tow

sides and so to the bounds first mentioned.

Laid out by Josiah Ed.^on and Kdwaril Fobt-s."

At t'le top of page H8 is entered :

'• Lands of S()l<inion lenord.

'r\i"o akars for Solomon lenord at the head of his tow house

lots.

A long blank s])ace is then left, apjtarently to makt' a<ldi-

tional records, and lower down :

—

'• Five akers foi- Isaac lenord at the head of his twenty live

acres where his hou.se stands."

( )m page i^)4 is •' A Plan of Ian<ls bought of the Leonards by

David Perkins, laid out 21 June ItJSS." j was assured by

AVilliams Latham. Fs(|.. whose I'e^earehes made him eom|»etent
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uutliDi'ity in siu-h iiinttiTs. tli;it this tniet coveii'il a \k\vX of the

gTonmls ol' the Briiluvwatt-i' Troii Works, lie also stated that

the lamls I'oi'iiierlv owned 1)y the Leonards covered a consider-

able part of the present vilhige of Bridu'ewatei".

A grant of hind seems to have been made to the family bv

the J^lymouth Colony at " Saconett " after the fatliers death

and as the writer has been unable to trace it. he will give fni'-

tliei' records in the hope that others may be more successfnl.

Plymouth Colony Kecords—Conrt Oivlers, A'ol. o. ]>. l(i:>.

Mareh 1, 1674-5. " Vpon the ])etition of the i)ropriators of

the lands att Saeonett. and places adjacent. th(> Court liatli

granted vnto the said propreatt)rs. or the major [ite of them,

as a towneshipp, to mtike such aetes and orders as shalbe need-

full or convenient for the welheing, settleing. and ordering of

the said })lace or jdantation. and es])ecially for the settleing of

snc-h a .societv there as nia\l)e iustrunientall for the mannau'e-

ing and carrying on of the worship of (iod, and matters in the

eomonwealth."

])age 265, July 5. Ki"^.

"This Court hane appointed and im])ovvei'ed .lohn Irish, of

Saeonett, to serae in the office of a constable att the Saeonett.

and his libertyes and wardshipp to extent to Puncliatee.sett and

])laces adjacent, and soe to I'ocassett. and as farr as the Fall

Kiver. and by speciall order hane im])ower Caj)t. Bcnjamine

Church to adminnester an oath to him."

\'ol. 6. page 18, July 8. 167S>.

"Att this Court John Leonai'd a|ppi'ered. to ivcjuest a com-

jietency of land foi' the su])j)ly of himselfe and his bi-etheren

in till' right of his father being oni> of the i>ld ser\ant:j : in

answare tlu'i'of the court hane giuen libcrtie to him. in the

belialfe of himselfe and l)retheren. to look out for ai-comoda-

tion in any land that is free, being not concpicst land, nor

otherwise engaged ; and in ca.^c tliev shall not be sup]ilied<

that they apply themselves to the Saeonett compaiiie att their

next meeting, tliat they may be supplyed out of that gi'ant, if

the conipanie shall see reason, or in that whii-h did belonge to

Totamumucke."
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Vol. (i, pajie 44, July 7. iH8().

"This Court doth order, that M'" Nathaniel Thomas, Cai>t

BeuJHinine Church, and William Payhody shall bound out

Tatainauuckes thousand acrees of land att or al)out Saconett

from the lands of ^famanewett : and the Court haue grauuted

an hundred and fifty acrees thereof, viz. of the .said Tatama-

nuckes land, vnto Samuell and John Letmard.son, and an hun-

dred and fifty acrees tlierof vnto William Heynahls his children,

the said Reynahls haueiug bin one of the comj)auies .servants,

soe called, formerly, and fifty acrees therof. viz. of the said

laid, vnto Zackeriah Pathlucke, son of Robert Pa<hlucke.

deceaseil : these seuerall irrauuts of lands to be laved and

bounded vnto them by the said M' Thomas, Capt. Chureh. and

William Paybody, by the a})pointment of the Court.

•' Alsoe, this Court haue graunted vnto Richard Wright tifty

acrees of the said laud, viz. Hfty acrees of the thousand acrees

of laud that was Tatamamucks land is graunted vnto the said

Richard Wright, to be laved out and bounded for him by the

said M' Thomas. Capt Church, and William Paybody : and in

defect of M' Thomas, Josei)li Church is apitointed to acte.

" Likewise the Court haue graunted vnto M' Thomas Hinck-

ley, Seni', two hundred acrees of land out of the aboue named

thou.sand acrees of land att Saconett, and h;iuc a])}M)inted M'

Nathaniell Thoma.s Cai)t Church, and William Paybody to

bond and lave it out to him, or any two of them ; and in defect

of M' Thomas or any other, Jose})h Church is a])pointcd t«-i

help to lave out ^i' Thomas Hinckley his land.
"

Vol. 6, page 70, July 7. Kisl.

"This Court graunted vnto John Cooper, of Barnsttibh'. three-

score acrees of land out ( f the land that was Mamamewetts or

Tatamonuckes, att or about Saconett: if it be tiiere to be had.

•• This Court haue graunted vnto M' John Done, of Ea.stham,

threescore acrees of land out of the afor.said lands of ^[ama-

mewed or Takamanucke.s. if it be thereto be had.

"Threescore acrees of land is graunted by the Court to Capt

Josiah Standish lying about Saconett, if it may l)e had after

tho.se graunts there are layed out. and to be laved out by tho.<e

which are ai)pointed to lay out the other graunts there."
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\n\. (). jniuc 7o. O.-toluT 'IX, KiSl.

••This Coui-t Ikiuc oi-dcrcil Major Bradfin''!. AVillimn Pay-

b()(l\-. aii'l Joseitli WaiTcii to i-iui the lino betwixt tiic lands of

Saconett and Punckateesett t<> Dartniontli bonnds. and to lay

out Tatannumrkes thousand arrei-s of land, and to make dis-

tribution thcrof vnto those to whom the Court haue ,u-rauuted

it. and alsoe that tract of land that the country are to haue

from Manianuitt.

Il

This was ordered by the (ienerall Court duly. KiSl."
||

Vol. (i, i)age 88. March 7, 1681-2.

•• Wee whose names are undei- written, beinu' ordered by tlie

Court, October. lOSl. to run the line between y'' lands of Sac-

ouet and the lands of Poeassit proprietors, haue done as fol-

loweth : We l)e<jan on the westei^ly end or side of a great

s])ruce swamp, at a white oak tree marki'(l formerly by men

appointed there vnto, and carved it on the .same point of com-

])as east nortiierly through the said swamp, and marked a white

oak tree on y'' east end oi- side of y" said spruce swamp, hauing

a (lintv roek and stones on y west side of the said tree, and so-

bv a ranue of trees markeil on v'' east and west sides to Cokesit

Kiver or 15rook. and there marked a white oak tree on two sides

with an heap of sKmes again.^t it. This line was run Novem-

ber, 1H81, by vs.

William Bra<U'ord.

Josej)h Warren.

William Paybody."

Page 88, June (i, KiX'i. " Vpon the i)etition of ^[' Josepii

Church and the rest of the propriators and inhabitants of Sac-

onett, the Court haue graunted. that the said projiriators and

inhabitants that are or shalbe there admitted orderly, according

to the laws of this CoUonie, shalbe from this time a townshi]),

and haue the liberties (^f a towne, as other townes iA this Col-

lonie, and shalbe called by the name of Little Com])ton.'"

It will be observed that in the early records the name is

written in a varietv of ways. Judge Mitchell in his hi.^tory of

Bridgewater, savs : '•The name was sometimes written Leon-

ai-dsou. Lcnncrson. or J.cniicr. but bv the familv them.selve.s.
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always written I^coiiar*!. It was ((iiitt' coiiiinon at this period

to (listiiig'uisli the son from tlic father l>y aildiiig "son " to the

name. In some cases the ailditioiial syllal)l(' was permanently

adopted.

Children of Solomon' and ^^ar\ Leonai'd :

2. fSamnel.- 1). ahont KJ-t.'* : m. 1. iVljigail Wood.
m. 2. l)el)oraIi

8. fJolin,'M). about l()4o ; m. Sai'ah (Chandler?)

4. fJacol),'-' 1). aoout KUT : m. 1. ( Phelx- Chandler?)

m. 2, Susanna Kin^;'.

T). fIsaac,
"'

1). about !().")(); m. Deliverance

• H. fSolomon," b. after IHod: m. ^fary

7. t'^f'^i'v^"' 1>- ''I't^'i" l'>''": '"• Dec. 24. 1()78 Jojin Pollard.




